PREFACE

THE National Institute of Public Finance and Policy is an auto-
nomous non-profit organisation whose primary functions are to
undertake research, consultancy and training in the field of
public economics and related policy.

The present study on sales taxation in West Bengal is a part
of a series of studies on the major taxes in the State commis-
sioned by the Government of West Bengal. The study on sales
tax was initiated in 1982 and completed in December, 1983.
While some time has lapsed since the report was sub~
mitted, it was decided to bring it out as the issues addressed
and the findings of the study might be of interest to a wider
audience.

The Governing Body of the Institute does not bear respon-
sibility for the views expressed by the authors in the project
reports or research publications of the Institute. This responsi-
bility belongs to the Director and more particularly the
authors.

New Delhi AMARESH BAGCHI
September, 1987 DIRECTOR
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