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ENTERTAINMENT TAX IN WEST BLNGAL

1, Revenue Tmportance and Trends_in the Yield

Entertainment tuxeo inocluding botting taxecs in Went
Bengul yiald approximately ts 27 crore which ia roughly 4.4 per
cent Of the total Staté'e’oWn tax revenues, Over 80 per cen’
of the tax coméa from cinema shows, 16 per cent from horse-
racing and about 2 per cent from entertainment in hotels and
regtaurants (Table 1).

The share of entcrtainment tax yield in the States*® own
tax revenue is one of the highest among the Jtutes in Indiz,
Only Moharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh have hipher
contributions from this source (Table 2),

The tax yield has been growing steadily over the lust
two decades (Table %), It grew from fls 2.1 orore in 1960-A1 to
B 6,65 orore in 1970-71, to &s 14 orore in 1975-76 and 1is
expected to go upto ks 27 orore in 198%-84, Thus the annual
compound growth rute of the yluld wveruges to 10.8 por cont
during the sixties, 12.7 per cent during the seventies and
12.04 per cent for the two decades, taken together (Table 4).

The overull growih rute of 12,04 per cent per annum i,
however, not very high compared to the growth of entertainment
taxes in other States. It comes nowhere near to the growth
rates attained in Andhra Prudesh (17.7 per cent), Gujornt (17,7
per cent), Karnataka (18 per cent), Rajasthan (17.9 per cent),
Jammu and Kashmir (18.4 per cent) and so on. The growth rate
is low even when compared to some of its neighbouring Stutcw,
hamely. Uttar Pradesh (17.1 per cent), tindhva Pradesh (15.5
per cent), und Orissa (1f.5 per cent), In fuot, except for



Bihar where the growth rute averuges to 11,7 per cent, the
growth of entertainment tax yleld is the lowest among the
states (Teble 4).

The responsiveness of the entertainment tax yield to
general economic development, as measured by the ‘bLuoyuncy
coefficient', though slightly above unity, is nevertheless,
the lowest among the States, This muy be expeoted in vicw of
the relatively high level of the tax yield. But the ‘built-
in-responsiveness' (1i.e., responsiveness net of the eftects of
discretionary changes) as indicated by the 'income elasticity
coefficient® is also well below unity, and among the lowest in
the country (Table 5),

The causes for the poor growth performance of the tax
could be numerous., We seek to identify them by examining the
rate-gtructure, the base, and tax oollection mechanism of the
entertainment taxes in the State.

2., The Tax Hate-Structure und its Evolutlon

T 3 TP S G L G S I G G G TID A S TS D S

a., The prepent ruie gtryoture (ITuble 6).  The entertain-
ment tax gystem in West Bengal consistis of us many us eiyht
different taxes at present. These are,

(1) Entertainment tax (general);
(11) &Entertainment tux on ocinemus;
(1ii) Cinema show tax;

(iv) Betting tax;

(v) Totalisator tax;

(vi) Entertainment tax on nhotely and restauranis;



(vii) Luxury tax on hotels and restaurants; and

(viii) Television and video tax,

» of these, the first five taxes are levied under the Bengal
sement tax Act, 1922, and the next two taxes - namely, the
hfertainment tax on hotels and restaurants, and the luxury
come under the West Bengal (Hotels and Restaurants)
}tertainment and Luxury Tax Act, 1972, The television tax is
£ recent origigh and is levied under the West Bengal Entertain-
menta-oum-Amuaements tax Act, 1982, The prevalling tax rates

are as in Table 6,

The general entertainment tax is leviable on all the
forms of entertainment such as Jatras, Theatre, Dance and Music
recitals, Shadowplays, Sports, Horse-racing and Cabarets in
places other than hotels, But untill 1982-83 the tax was
levied only on cabarets at 100 per cent of the admission rate,
and the remaining forms of entertainment including horse-racing
were granted exempfion. The exemptions have been withdrawn
from the current year, i.e., 1983-84, Entertainment tax on
oclnematograph exhibitions is levied on a graded basis on the
value of admission, with a suroharge of 10 paise per admission,
'An additional surcharge on exhibition of coloured cinemas is
also levied on a graded base, Depending upon the admission
rates, the overazll rate of entertainment tax per ticket varies
from 80 per cent to 124 per ocent for black and white films,
and from 80 per cent to 156 per oent for coloured films (Table
7)e In contrast, the ‘cinema show tax' is levied at a flat
rate per each admission. The rate varies depending upon the
area in which the show is held. For shows held in Calcutta or
any notified municipality, the show tax rate is 1.5 per cent,
in a non-notified municipality it is 1 per oent, and in other
areas, 0.75 per cent. With regard to horse-racing, the two



taxes, namely, betting tax and totalisator tax are levied at
20 per cent and 18 per cent,respectively,and at present no
distinction is made between local and inter-State betting. An
entertainment tax at ratecs given in Table 6 has been re~intro-
doced in 1984-85 for admission to Calcutta races, For inter-
State reoing, admission is exempt from entertainment tax,

Under the West Bengal (Hotels and Restaurants) enter-
tainment and luxuries tax Act, 1972, the entertainment tax is
levied at 30 per cent of the sum paid by a person, where
admission 1s free, and where admission is not free the tax is
levied upto 60 per cent of the admission rate. Luxury tax 1is
payable by the proprietor of any air-conditioned hotel and
restaurant, The tax is at a fixed rate for every 10 square
metres of floor area. At present it 1s levied at §s 200 per
10 square metres,

Under the West Bengal Entertainment-cum-Amusements Tax
Act, 1982 a tax on possession of a television set is levied at
B8 50 in case of black and white televisions and at ks 100 in
case of coloured sets., Recently a tax 1s also levied on public
exhibition of films through video cassette recorders (VCRs)
at & 1000 per set per week,

b. Important changes in the entertainment tax-rate

structure. The rate-structure of the important taxes of the
entertainment tax system in the State has not undergone much

of a change over the last 15 years (Table 8), If anything,

the rates have been lowered over the period, For example, the
entertainment tax rates on cinema shows have slightly come down
as can be observed from Table 8, Until 1977-78 the classifica-
tion of net admission rates for grading the tax rates consisted
of four slabs; (1) Re 0.20 to Re 0.50; (2) Re 0.50 to Re 1,203



-RB 1,20 t0 2,25; and (4) Rs 2,25 and above, At present the
ba_are slightly different: (1) upto Re 0.75; (2) Re 0.75 to
453 (3) Rs 1.45 to Rs 2.50; and (4) Rs 2,50 and above, Rut
%fax rates of 30 per cent, A0 per cent, 90 per cent and 120
'éht have remained constant, Such a change, in effect,

ted in overall reduction of the tax rates as can be seen
Table 7 where an attempt is made to arrange the rate-

;t _cfure of different years for a common admission rate-glab-
joture, The same trend can be observed in the case of the

( ertructure of the additional surcharge levied on coloured
films. As can be seen from item 2 of Table 8, the falling
trend of the rates 1s due to changes 1n the admission rate
slabs in the years 1977-78, 1978-79 and 1982-83%, 1In respect of
‘admission to horse-raoing, upto 1977-78 the tax rate was 25 per
icent, applicable for all classes of admission rates, Though in
1979-80 the rate was revised to 50 per cent, thereafter, in
(1982 -83 & progressive rate-structure was experimented, with an
average rate somewhat lower than 50 per cent. In 1982-83
admission to horse-racing was exempted. The exemption has been
now withdrawn for admission to Calcutta races. Similirly, upto
1979~-80, in respect of entertainments such as Jatra, theatre,
music and dance concerts, sports, shadowplays and magic shows,
there used to be an elaborate rate-structure consisting of a
dogen admission rate slabs with the rates ranging from Re 0.05
to 20 per cent., 1In 1979-80, admission rates upto Rs 15 were
given exemption from the entertainment tax, and admission
costing Rs 15 or more were taxed at 20 per cent,

The rate-structure in respect of the remaining taxes,
namely, cinema show tax, hotels and restaurants entertainment
tax, luxury tax, betting and totalisator tax has undergone
1ittle ohange. Though the tax rates on hotel entertainment were
doubled in 1978-79, they have remained constant through the
subsequent years, Similarly in the case of the luxury tax the



rate, arter being revised from Rs 150/10 square metres to
'33f200/10;9quarelmetres in 1975-7A, it has remained the same
fhrbugh the later period,

O Exemptions, A number of exemptions are in force from
1983, For example, cinemaa in Bengali and Nepall languages are
granted a rebate of 25 per cent in respect of the entertainment
téifand colour surcharge, Also children's films are exempted
from tax under certain terms and conditions., Similarly,
affiliated film societies are given exemption for screening of
foreign films, Subsequently, all entertainments other than
sinemas are completely ex=mpted.

The net result of all these exemptions is that the tax
base has been narrowed down only to cinema shows,

d. Comparison of tax rates with other States. At first
7lance it would appear that the iowering of the tax rates over
time, particularly on cinemas, has been responsible for the
poor growth of the entertainment tax yield. But such a
conclusion may not be justified. For, even at the present
statutory rates, the effective burden as indicated by the
overall tax rate inclusive of surcharze, and colour sursharge
on the net admission rates is rather high compared to many
States in the country. This can be observed from the Table 9,
In this table, the total tax burden at selected rates of admission
is worked-out for a few States, based on theilr respective rate-
structures of entertainment tax on cinema shows, The rate-
structures used for the purpose, include entertainment tax on
sinemas, surcharge and colour surcharge or additional tax if
any, The effective tax rates per admission are worked for five
noet admission prices; Re 0.20, ke 0.50, Re 1,00, Rs 2,00 and
Rs 3,00, Table 9 reveals some startling faots, ' In most of the
States, the tax rates on cinema entertainment are not as




progressive as indicated by thelr rate-schedules, The
rogressive rate-schedules aimed at are invariably neutralised,
the imposition of surcharges and additional suroharges, West
engal, however, happens to be an exception, The effective tax
ﬁ;den~1n West Bengal retains a clear degree of progressiv ity.
éver. the table also reveals that the effective tax rates
Iadmission in West Bengal are among the highest among the

13 Statea considered, For example, for an admission rate of

Rs 2 00, the gross admission rate payable in Madhya Pradesh is
Re 3.00, in Orissa Rs 3. Ahy in Uttar Pradesh Rs 4,50, in Andhra
Pradeah Rs 3. 30. in Rajasthan Rs 4.00 and so on, Whereas in
West Bengal it is Rs 4,6A. Similarly, for the net admission
price of Rs 3.00, the consumer in West Bengal has to pay Iis 7.70,
while he pays only Rs 4.50 in Madhya Pradesh, Rs 5.80 in Orissa,
Rs 6,50 in Uttar Pradesh, Rs 6,30 in Bihar, and so on.

Undoubtedly, the tax rates on cinema entertainment in
West Bengal impose a relutively heavy  burden on its consumers,
compared to other States. To some extent, the heavy taxation
mizht have been responsible for the poor growth of tux revenues,
as 1t discourages oinema going public, espeoially when alterna-
tive means of entertainment in the form of television, videos
and so on, are avallable at cheaper rates., Incidentally, it is
interesting to observe from Tables 4 and 9 that the States
which have attained higher growth rates in entertainment tax
yield, are more or less same as those in which the effective
tax-rates on oinema entertainment are less burdensome, Thus,
it looks that the tax rate-structure on cinemas in West Bengal
rieeds thorough overhauling in orders (a) to reduce the tax-
burden on oinegoers; (b) to achieve a more equitable rate-
schedule, and (c) to make the struoture simple and thereby help
adminigtration in oolleotion and scrutiny,



For the sake of simplicity, the surcharge und the
dditional surcharge as colour films may be combined. with the
ra 3 of tax. The suroharge at present has no other purpose
exoept augmenting the revenue, As such it can be merged into
the“tax rate, The colour surcharge is used for the purpose
bf disceriminating between black and white and colour films.
kBu_,~at present, as most of the filme are shot in oolour, and
kblack and white films are rare, the oolour surcharge has become
just an additional surcharge, These two surcharges at present
‘ate’distorting the intended progressivity in the entertainment
fakérate structure, Therefore, we suggest that these two
surcharges should be merged with the entertainment tax rate
and the combined rate could be as followss

Net admission rate Combined tax rate
(Rs) \ T (Per oent)

Upto 0.50 60

0.50 to 0.75 70

0.75 to 1.45 80

1.45 to 2,50 90

above 2.50 100

The suggested tax rate inolusive of all surcharges is
more or less at par with the tax rates of States which are
doing fairly well in entertainment tax collections,

Before suggesting any further rationalisation it will
be useful to take a look at the size, structure, and growth
pattern of the entertainment tax base in the State,

3. Tax Base of Cinema Entertainment

The informationCPrt regarding the entertainment tax
base in the State/. Even ohythe total number of cinema theatres,



there are wide differences between different data sources,
ﬁéwéﬁer, a rough estimate can be made that there are about
600 oinema theatres in the State, of which about 340 are
permanent. and 260 are temporary. The main difference between
f}rmanent and temporary theatres are that in the latter case,
the licence is granted for a period of only two years and
cannot be renewed, whereas in the case of a permanent theatre
the licence is issued permanently and is renewed every year,

Most of the oinema theatres are concentrated in
Calcutta and its surrounding districts, namely, 24-Paraganss,
‘ﬁburah. Hooghly, Midnapur and Burdwan (Table 11), These six
districts acoount for roughly 75 per cent of the number of
oinema houses in the State, Calcutta alone has around 110
cinema houses, Next comes the districts of 24~Paraganags with
87 houses, Midnapur with 72 houses, Burdwan with 54 and Howrah
and Hooghly with 45 cinema houses each,

The admission rates, the number of admission classes,
as well as the seating capacity varies from oinema house to
oinema house depending upon its tocation, size, and type
(permanent or temporary),

a, A survey of cinema theatres, As there is no centrali-
sed source of information to study the aspects, required for

analysing the factors underlying the slow growth of revenue

from the tax in the State, whether it is due to laok of growth
in the baseie, capacity of the halls,to what extent it is
attributable to leakage, or administrative laxity and so on,

we conducted a aurﬁey covering about 45 (out of which 15
temporary) cinema halls spread over 9 districtss (1) Burdwan (5);
(2) Bankura (3); (3) Midnapur (7); (4) Howrah (5); (6) Hooghly
(5); (6) 24-Paragsnas (9); (7) Darjeeling (3); (8) Jalpalguri
(3); (9) Coooh-Behar (9); and (10) Calcutta (10)., Items on
which information was sought included, admission rate-structure,



;numbor of admiosion olumuiosn, senting oupaoity for ench olane,
:éiefhge number of shows held per day, the language of the
ﬁﬁéﬁies usually shown and average rate of oocupancy, Information
_xalating to the ourrent year, 1983-84 was easily obtainable
from the tax statements at the Magistrates' Offices at the
‘district levels, and the Commercial Tax Department at Calcutta,
iﬁht information relating to past years could not be obtained,
fhé main features of the cinema theatres in West Bengal as
revealed by our sample survey are as follows:

: b, growth of the tax base. The growth of the number of
cinema houses in the State, as a whole, is not satisfactory,
The total number of oinema halls was 363 in 1960, and the
number has gone upto 467 by 1970, to 530 by 1975 and now the
number is around 620 (Table 10), Thus, the average number of °
new cinema houses in a year had been 10 during sixties, and
13 during the first half of seventies, During 1975 to 1982,
the average number of new halls stood at 10 per ysar, In 6 of

the 9 districts covered by our survey, the average number of
new halls coming up in a year is reported to be only one,
However, it is quite possible that the growth of permanent new
halls was undermined by the increasing number of temporary
cinema halls, We do not have separate time-series statistics
of temporary halls to test the validity of this hypothesis,
which on the face of it seems. to have some force,

The main reason for the glow growth of cinema houses
in the State could be the low returns on capital, in the cinema
exhibition industry. The low rate of return in cinema hall
business, in turn, could be due to low net admission prices,
high costs of rumning, high tax rates, with severe penalty for
defaults in the tax payments, coupled with the growing
popularity of television video film exhibitions.



The net admission rate in the State varies from 20
“‘to s 2,50, llowever, on an average about 90 pcr cent of
tal peats are valued at below is 2.00 and about 78 per
below B 1.50 (Table 12), The mean net admission rate
he State works-out to be fs 1,13 (& 1.23 for permanent
fiéé and ks 0,74 for temporary theatres) which is low compared
mahy Btates in the country, For example, the mean net
saion rate per ticket in Delhi 1s over & 3. in Bombay
60, Bihar ks 2.50, Tamil Nadu & 1,75, and Uttar Pradesh
5, However, the gross rates of admission are either ot
“with other States or even more because of the high tax
és;~ Congequently, the demand factors remaining same, the
lower net admission prices yield low return on the capital
employed in the oinema hall industry.

Further, the cost of maintenance of cinema halls appears
4o be high in the State, During our survey we attempted to
obtain some information on the cost of maintenance, from
selected cinema halls in Caloutta, Burdwan and Darjeeling, the
first locality representing the metropolitan area, the second
and the third representing other urban areas. The main items
of the cost of maintenance and its pattern are shown in Table 14,
The major expenses are wages and salaries, power, and film rent,
These three items account for 72 per cent of income in Calcutta,
67 per cent in Burdwan, and 63 per cent in Darjeeling, Accord-
ing to many oinema hall owners the costs have been going up by
40 to 50 per cent per year, Frequent power shut-downs, labour
troulles as well as rising prices of the replacement components
are responsible for keeping the returns low,

Besides the high costs, the lengthy lioensing procedures
and the arbitrary controls on the tixation of net admission
rates also work as deterrents to the growth of halls, At
present, the licencing powers are vested with the Police
Commissioner in Calcutta and with the District Magistrates in
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other districts. Briefly, the licencing procedure for the

; iruction of a permanent theatre is as follows. On receliv-
an application for constructing of & hall, the local Block
De elcpment Officers and Sub-Divisional Officer inepect the
ation and submit a report to the District Magistrate. The
Distriot Magistrate along with his comments, sends the plan

and estimates of cost to the Public Works Department as well
tb the Directorate of Fire Services. After receiving their
““““ orta. he issues a Work Order for completion of the construc-
ftion‘of the hall, The stipulaeted time for completion is two
‘years, but 1t may be extended for every six monthe upto two
C‘:}e years, After completions, the Public Works Department,
and the Directorate of Fire Services verify. ; whether the
oconstruction has been within the rules, Finally, after a
'fhither ingpeoction by the Department of Cultural Affairs, a
permanent licence is issued and reviewed every year, The net
admission rates are fixed by the lioencing authorities depend-
ing upon the local conditions such as nearness to business
centres, local per capita incomes and so on. All this procedure
takes as long &8 five to six years,

Thus, on the one hand, the net admission rates to
cinemas are low, while the gross admission rates remain higher
than in many other States, due to high tax rates, On the
other hand, the cost of maintenance is going-up due to demand
of labour and power shortages. Consequently, the returns on
the capital employed are low in the cinema exhibitior industry,
which explains the sluggish growth of permanent halls.

4. The Machinery and Procedure of Entertainment Tarx Collection

a. The_tax collection machinery. At present, District
Magistrates (DMs) or District Collectors (DCs) are entrusted
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the entertainment tax administration in their respective

yts. The DMs/DCs are also the licensing authoritics
1nemas and other entertainments limits., However, for
fia distrioct, the tax collection reaponsibility has been
,tbﬂ‘in 1976 from the DM to The Commissioner of Commercial
ég;fwhile the Commissioner of Police, looks after the
licensing.

EXcept in Calcutta, in other districts the personnel
slved in the entertainment tax collection appears to be
equate. In Calcutta, under the Commissioner of Commeroial
es, two Commercial Tax Officers look after the entertainment
taxation assisted by twelve Inspectors, one head clerk, three
ﬁer division clerks, four lower divisions clerks, one driver
fgpd»four peons. The duties of the Inspectors include regular
éhooking of the oinema theatres within their jurisdiction and
report to the commercisl tax officers, any lapses in the tax
jaymenta on the part of cinema hall owners. Each Ingpector is
required to make at ieast twelve checks in a month, Such
improvements in the administrations and streamlining of the
staff in Calcutta has increased the tax collection a great deal.

On the other, in districts other than Calcutta, the tax
administration needs a lot of improvement. In many districts
no separate cells exist in the District Magistrate's Office.
One Officer-in-Charge (DC) looks after both entertainment tax
oolleation as well as licensing, assisted by one or two lower
division clerks. There are no inspectors for periodical
ingpection. 1In many districts the Offioer-in~Charge or
entertainment taxation also has other responsibilities relating
to land revenue or judiciel matters. As a result, he cannot
devote sufficient time for entertainment tax, Similarly, the
lower duties. As a result there is hardly uny periodicel
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4dngpeotion of cinema halls, The Block Development Officers
colleot entertainment tax from the oinema halls within their
iiﬁrisdiotions on behalf of the DMa. Again, he (BDO) is also
not able to devote much time for the tax administration within
their blooks,

There 1s a reuson to think - and this feeling is.
shared by many in the adninistrati¥e- too-that the tax collec-
Tfions might improve dramatically had the power of the tax
collection been shifted from District Magistrates to the
Gommeroial‘Tax Department, It is argued that the District
Mégiatrates are often burdened with many responsibilities and
therefore, are unable to devote required amount of attention
for improving the tax collection, The experience in Calcutta
distriot may be cited in support of this contention, However,
it should be understocd that increases in the tax collection
in Celoutta district js not so much due to shifting of the
powers from the District Magistrate to the Commercial Taxes
Department, as it is due to streamlining and strength of the
staff who ocan devote their full time, Therefore, irrespective
of the location of the power of entertainment tax collection
what is really called for is improvement in staffing.

We guggest that at each district level, a separate c.ll
should be created in the District Magistrate's 0ffice to look
after the entertainment tax administration also. 1In addition
to the 0fficer-in-Charge (DC) and clerical staff, the cell may
also have some entertainment tax inspectors. The duties of
such inapectors should include periodical checking of the
entertainment units in the district such as cinema halls within
the districts and physicel verification of the facts provided
in the tax returns by cinema owners, on items such as occupancy.
The number of such inspectors will depend upon the number of
entertainment tax units within districts. These inspectors



so verify other conditions relating to licensing as
ﬁoh,physioal verification and checking might improve
collections in the districts,

Method of tax collection., Unitil recently, that is
979; the entertainment tax on cinemas was collected

gh the age old method of affixation of entertainment tax
amps on the tickets to be sold. These stamps are printed
'ﬁupplied by the Nasik Security Press. However, from time

¢ there are shortages in the supply of these stamps, In
~an acute ghortage of the stamps was felt, and, therefore,
stem of selling tiockeis without affixation of entertainment
Eiémpa was Introdiced., Under this system the cinema halls
re requ1red to meke an advance deposit equivalent to tax on

10 to 15 days’' housefull collections., This advance deposit was
ﬁadjﬁsted to actual taxes accrued, on the basis of the weekly
itax statemenis submitted by the cinema owners in 1982, the
.tamp affixation system was re-introduced as the stamps are
once again freely avallable., Nevertheless, the advance tax
éyatem was also followed side by side. 1In general, those cinema
owners who tend to default tax payments are made to follow the
stamp affixation system and the others are allowed to follow
the advance tax payment method. However, attempts are being

- made to restore the stamp'affixation method. |

The additional surcharge for colour films is also
payable by stamps. However, the surcharge and show tax are
collected in cash on the basis of sale statements.

The method of stamp affixation on the admission tickets
is one of the oldest systems of entertainment tax colleotion
in the country., 1In wWest Bengel, this system has been in
existence right from the time of introduction of the entertain-
ment tax, The system provides for a foolproof method of tax



‘odllection as each ticket sold is required to bear the stamps
of appropriate value as a proof of tax payment. However, one
:diaadvantage with this system is the possibility of shortages
1n the supply ofstamps., The stamps are printed at the Nasik
‘seourity Press and therefore, the Government of West Bengal,
or of any State, has little control over the supply. All that
;‘an be done is to stock the stamps of different denominations
lih sufficient quantities, At present the Commercisl Taxes
‘deartment is doing the same, It keeps stooks sufficient for
‘two-weeks. However, if the period of shortage is longer, as
4t happened during 1979-82, then the tax authorities are forced
40 1lock for alternative methods of tax collection.

The advance tax payment method at best can be described
as a short-term solution for the problem, The working of this
méthod depends as the degree of honesty of the ocinema owners
to furnish acourate tax returns,

In some states compounding system is adopted under
which the cinema owners pay a fixed amount of tax as determined
by the tax colleoting authority. The fixed tax is usually
determined as an average of past tax payments or on the basis
of estimated ocoupanoy ratios. The compounding system is
simpler than the stamp affixation method., It does away with
many of the checking procedures, and, therefore, is ideal where
effective inspection and checking of the cinema halls, is
difficult. The only snag with compounding system is that an
element of arbitrariness is involved in fixing the tax, Relying
on past years' tax assessments for the purpose, would mean
overlooking the current trends in the demand, The fixed tax
computed after some time might turn out to be quite different
from the actual liability, Periodic revisions of the compound
tax may be a solution,



In view of the elements of arbitrariness involved in
nding system, many States adapted it only partially.

Por West Bengal it would be better, if cinema halls
ed in the 1nteriog4are made to pay a fixed tax amount on
sis of non-aotually agreed ocoupanaies. The fixed tax
etermined by taking into account the average occupancies
é‘péat tax payments, Adaption of the system for these
‘halls reduces the problem of periodical checking by the
ior:. once a while the basis for compounding may be
ed, Even for halls located in metropolitan area cinema
g may be given an option regarding the adoption of
younding system.

For those cinema halls which are not suitable for
ocompounding system either due to their location of due to others
factors, the tax can be computed on the basis of tickets sold.
Hére also instead of stamp affixation, a method of impressing
the tickets with the seal of the tax colleoting authority, can

bc‘adopted. such a method will do away with the need to stock
the entertainment tax stamps whose supply is erratio.

On these considerations we recommend the replacement
of the present method of tax colleotion by stamp affixation as
well as the advance tax payment system by the two methods
suggested above, To start with the method of impressing the
tickets with the geals of the tax collecting authorities can be
adopted to those cinema halls which are located in Calcutta and
district headquarters, as these can be easily checked and
inspected frequently by the entertainment tax inspectors. For
those oinema halls which are located in the interior, the tax
can be best collected by the compounding method. At a later
atage, the compounding system can be extended even to the halls



;ropolitan and distriot towns partially depending upon the

i‘xixpliance of the cinema owners, In adopting the compound-

syétem the tax amount can be fixed on the basis of a three
iverage oocupancy of the respecting ocinema theatres.

_\ﬁéﬁ; periodical review of the tax base is needed,

ghtertainment Taxes_on Horse-Raoing and Hotels

8, ZTaxeg_on horse-racing, The only source of tax yield
3 rﬁépcct of horse-racing in the State is the Royal Calcutta
%i tffClub (RCTC) which conduct horse-raoing in Calcutta under

0 ‘annually renewable lioense granted by the Government., The
1ygunge Gymkhana Race Club used to be a small gource but for

jfjéars now it has stopped racing and is unlikely to resume it
in the near future,

The RCTC is an unregistered unincorporated members olub,
a body which is given the status of Association of Persons for
Income and Wealth Tax purposes only, The olub conducts about
200 race meetings in a year of whish about 40-45 are for
Calcutta races, i.e., when horses race in the coarse in
Calocutta, and 155-160 are for Inter State or Inter Venue reaoes,
1.8;. when actual racing is conducted in other Centres like
Bombay, Madras, Bangalore, etoc., which is relayed and broadcast
to punters who gather at the raoe coarse in Calcutta to bet and
gamble on such races, The tax base ariges, firétly, through
admissions to the course (entertainment tax on admission
tickets) and, seoondly, through betting transactions.

Regarding gate collections, there are three enclosures
at the RCTC, with the admission rates of fs 30, ks 15 and ks 5,
respecti#ely, for Members stands, PFirst enclosure, and second
enolbsure. The everage number of punters per day is over 3,300



ng the year 1982-83 (Teble 15), Of the total number of
yions the Members stunde acoount for roughly 30 per cent,
first enclosure (0 per cent and the second enclosure 10
Qént. The gate money collections and the entertainment
yield from each of the stands is given in Table 16, The
yield from admission during the years 1980-81, 1981-82
1962-83, had been around ks 7 lakh, Thus by abolishing the
entertainment tax on admissions the loss to the Commercisl
e Department was about 2 per cent of total tax yield from
c4faoing.

The other component of the tax base, namely, tax on
betting transaotions is made up of two types of categories.

2, the betting done through bookmakers (boakies) and, two,
,thét done through the totalisator (Tote). Bookmakers are
Tﬁrivate agencies licensed by the RCTC who accept bets from
‘punters at various "odds" quoted by them, The Tote is RCTC's
own agency for accepting bets. Whereas bockmekers have to pay
,out amounts they had quoted on the winning horses at the time
of the transaction, the dividend in the tote depends on the
total value of betting in a particular race and the number of
tickets (bets of fixed units - s 5 and ks 10) on the winning
horse, There are 26 bookmakers licensed to operate their
"books" in the first enclosure and‘4 in the second (Not &ll
bookia operate on all days). Taxes and club charges are
levied on all bets whether with the bookies or at the tote,
‘and irrespective of whether the bets: turn out to be on winning
horses or not, The rates of betting and tote taxes have not
changed much over the years. Por 4 years now they have
remained constant at 20 per cent and 18 per cent, respectively.

The revenue from betting tax 1s generally more than double than
that from the tote tax,



There 1s a large scope for tax evasion and 1t is
necessarily confined to operations of bookmakers, both licensed
aa well as those 1llegal bookies who operate through rings
apread over the city. The licensed bookmakers often underrecord
their bets, thereby evading the tax which is known to be shared
by the bockmaker and the punter. The illegal bookmakers have
the additional advantage of not having to pay the standing
fees to the KCTC,

It ig difficult for lack of deta to give a precise
idea of the maghitude‘of evaslon of the betting tax, The
ééheral opinion of those connected with racing is that between
the two - licensed ond i1llegal bookies - the volume of betting
transactions done illegally would be 3 to 4 times the volume
recorded in the books of the licenged boaokies,

While the evasion cannot be altogether eliminated
because of the "gambling" nature of betting, it oan be checked
to some extent by:

i, more active vigilence on the part of the police
and commercial tax authorities;

i1, setting up of betting shops (for tote betting) i
various parts of the city; and

iii,  making the difference between the betting tax and
the tote tax rate a little more effective, In
other words, making tote betting more attractive.
The tote tux rate could be reduced trom 18 per
cent to 15 per cent, whioh will mzke a 5 per cent
differens= between the two,

b, Entertainment taxes on hotels and restaurants. The
third important source of entertainment taxation is hotels and
restaurants, The two taxes, namely, the luxury tax payable by

the hotel owners and the entertainment tax payable by customers,
account for hardly 2 per cent of the total entertalnment tax



Especially the luxury tax 1s negligible, Also the
“yithtrespect to these two taxes is highly erratic over

‘The reason for the low tax yield is obvious. At
jj the Aot (West Bensul Hotels and Restournnts Fntertnin-
ff;f1972) covers 15 hotels for payment of entertainment
hafluxury'taxea. and about 70 hotels and restaurants
xury taxes., The Act applies only to Calcutta, The tax
s been decreasing over the years as more and more
sized hotels and restaurants are discontinuing air-
1tioning fecilitles due to poWer-ahortagos,

At present the Police Department issues the licences
r hotels., But the commerviul taxes department is not alwayse
nformed sbout the issue of licence, with result that the
epartment hag to"discover' the existence of new hotels and
£ ing them into the tux net, Better oo-ordinutions between the
Palioe Depurtment and Commerclal Taxes Depurtment are theretore
galled for,

The assessments are made once a year, though the tax
:returna are filed once a month in the case of entertainment
tax, and once in three months in the case of luxury tax,
Briefly an assegsee after recelving a notice from the department
;ilen the returns giving information on taxable turnover, date
and cash memo-wise tax and so on, Sometimes the concerned
Oommeroial Tax Officer with the help of a surveyor checks the
floor_spaoe of a hotel for luxury tax, However, for taking
ﬁhe help of a surveyor, the co-operation of the Public Works
artment is essential which is no%t always easy. In fact, the
;éét survey conduoted was eight years ago. At present one

27095 < -
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gcbmme§pial,Tax 0fficer and two Commercial Tax Inspectors are
, gypp:‘g‘£UI1—time in colleoting the taxes from luxury hotels
‘and restaurants,. ‘

:Si :ﬁecommendatiogg

a, We recommend +he following modifications in the tax
rate-structure in respect of oinema showss

(1) For the sake of gimplicity the surcharge and
solour surcharges should be combined with the tax rates, The
g&iiﬁténce of these surcharges noil only makes the effective rates
thghér than in most other States but also distorts the
‘prqgressivity in the rate-struoture,

(1i) We suggest the following rate-structures

Net_sdmission_rate Tex_rate_(Per cent)
Upto ks 0,50 60
0,50 to 0,75 70
0.75 to 1.45 80
1.45 to 2.50 90
above 2.50 100

These rates are at pur with those existing in States doing
fairly well with entertainment taxes,

(11i) At pregent the difference between a permanent and
temporary theatres with regard to admission rutes is not
enough while the capital requirements and conditions as to the
maintenance of cinema halls wildely differ between the two
types of cinema halls. It would be of great help if the tax



on comparutive vsdmiosion prines are lower for permanent
o while the net ndmission prices are kept lower for
ary theatres. 1In other words the gross admission rates
ing the same the tax burden will be heavier on temporary
s, Such a differentisl tax rate-structure will enable

es
spective investments %o yleld equivelent returns,

We suggest the following improvements in the tax
eoction machinery, At present, the personnel employed for
;iion of this tax in areas other than Calcutta city is
uate. We suggest, therefore, that at each district

, a separate oell should be oreated in the District
strate s Office to lock after the entertainment tax
istration, 1In addition to the 0fficer-in-Charge and
,rical Staff, the ocell may elso have same entertainment tax
épeotors whose duties should include periodicel checking of
the cinema halls.

¢, Regarding the method of oollection we recommend that
the age old system of stamp affixation and the recently tried
?method of advance tax payments should be replaced by the
method of impressing the tickets with the seal of the local tax
accllecting authorities, and the compounding system., 1In
*partioular, cinema halls located in the interior should be made
to pay the tax by compounding method. We suggest the compound-
?ing fee should be fixed on the basis of three year average
‘occupancy ratios.

d. Horse-racing ocannot entirely be regarded as a gport in
view of the betting activities. Therefore, without discrimi-
;nation, the admission tax to horse-racing should be con-

i In foot, colleotion of such tax is one of the eusicot

1%s each admission is recorded by the automatic punching system
‘at the RCTC,

) €, To improve.the betting tax collections, the small und
1legal book-mukers operuting outside RCTC should be reguluriged.



 Relative Yields of Different ¢

- 1975- 1976= 1977- 197
—— 76 T7__...18 ,::9
1) I?.)..___Iﬂ---_-lil ,
I. Amusemeni_Tax on Cinema 80.2F 8,56 88,97 89.5h
{Total] “ ' -
1. En‘ter‘taipment tax 70.99 73,23 TR.62 T7,55 T4.97 T3.22 T4.41 T1.7°
2. Show tax 1.93 1.69 1.%36 0.96 0.9 0.96 1.10 0.8
3. Surcharge T.35 7.64 10,99 11,0 10.68 10.57 11.00 5.5
II. Horse-Rescing (Totzl) 18.34 15,66 10.55 10,08 13,12 15,01 11.84 1R, 3
1. Betting tax 1.80 1.60 1.48 3.27 4,25 4,73 %.98 965
2. Totalisator tax 16.54 14.06 9.07 5.46  T.11 10.28 5,87 10.8
3. Surcharge - - - 1.35 1.76 - - -
L. fhE;opyiotele end Restzurenls 140 1078 049  0.35 0,30 0.24 165 1.4
1. Entertainment tax on hotels - | |
and resteurents 0, ® 0.86 0.12 0.05 0.04 0.04 1.10 1.2°
2., Iuxury tax 0.48 0.2 0.37 - 031 0.25 0.20 0.55 0.2
IV, Total (I « II « III) 100.00 100.00 100,00 100,00 100.00 100.00 100.00 102.9D

- - - —
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TABLE 73

- - T Y e A B G W i S W T S S S S A D Wl G T S W0 VS P S YRS S O S S . s U e e i

(1960-1 to 1982-83%)

Year Revenue yield
(ks Yakh)
Ty
1960-61 210
1961-62 248
1962-63% 520
1963-64 342
1964-65 402
1965=66 427
1966=67 456
1967-68 469
1968-69 540
1969-70 547
1970-71 665
1971-72 763
1972-73 884
1973-74 839
1974-75 1106
19715=-76 1397
1976-T7 1541
19717-78 1617
1978~79 2006
1979-80 1903
1980-81 2015
1981-82 (BE) 2728
1982-83 (BE) 2630

D o T - — o D T U s s e B i T T S s A W D W AP D LA S e AP A O P e A

Y e S oty o S T ity D st T s B s s v Bl e e e s W Wt s O e S
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G W P s BND G WD D UG S S PO G Tt VAR e GRS T S Sy S GG W NP G B TR G D GG S Al A AR D D W W S e T P A i S D G S >

A e . e s 2 e Sl s e A s W s s T o s D et o W s we

O T e S WD A S . W PO TR B o B s T b W e U Y Ut TS D N s M P W G D T S G G T S U o Tt e T T e D D S e WP v Wt At o B e S e S rm e e

state Average of Average of Averase of
22 yeurs 10 years 10 years
(1950-61 to (1960-A1 to (1970-71 to
1911 ~) 1969-70) 1979-830)
RS ¢ D NS .5 NS > B
Andhra Pradesh 3.64 | 2.93 4.2h
Bihar 2.98 2.62 3.49
Gujarat 3.88 3.42 4.26
Haryana 5., 051/ 2,472/ 3.3%
Karnataka 3.48 3,20 3.79
Kerala 0.50 0.62 0. 46
Madhya Pradesh 2,97 2,62 3,30
Maharashtra 4.66 4.7T7 4.70
Orissa 1.82 1.54 2.02
Punjab 2. 671/ 2,290/ 2,81
HaJusthun 270 1.78 2.0
Tamil Nadu 5.30 5.41 5.40
Uttar Pradesh 4.34 3.47 5.01
West Bengal 3,98 3.49 4.43
All states Average 3.28 2.9 3.56h

T S > > A S D W . S T G A B TS (D P e e W WD W s Mo D ey S D Qi g W S WD YD B Y WD Qe W s P G Gy WA " n oA Mo s P o G . Gma W S = S s o e =

Notess 1/ 1967-68 to 1981-£0
2/ 19AT-68 to 19A9=T0



TABDLE 4

o S s B G G W W . GPE S T G . G T T Ggs G G NI S s Ga D U Wb S Surn. S D WS 4 S Yy e P S S -

- T aa S G VIS Ghn Yo s T iy e St G Sl By S o B G G W P . o T WV SI0e G qaare e T . T W

State _________ Reference periods _________
1960-61 to 1960-61 to 1970-71 to
1981-82 1970-71 1961-82
SRR & b MRS ¢ MR - S
Andhra Pradesh 17.70 16.10 17.70
Bihar 11.70 12.7%0 6. 00
Gujarat 18,70 18.10 18,30
Haryana 18,201/ - 14.70
Jammu & Kashmir 18.40 - 16.30
Karnutaka 18,00 16.80 19.30
Madhya Pradesh 15.50 14.50 15.30
Maharashtre 15.10 16. 90 13.20
Orissa 16.50 15,70 13. 90
Rajasthan 17. 90 17.90 18.60
Punjab ' 16,80 - 15.%0
Tamil Wadu 13.70 17.40 12.70
Uttar Pradesh 17.10 17 .20 16.50
West Dengal 12,042/ 10.77 12,652/

an - . A S i Gn S U T D VA Nt WS M GUS T WS B D G G T S D Wl T iy T G WD G G T HD  orm em CU Tae Wo em G  G

lNotest 1/ For the period 19A7-A8 to 1981-82
2/ Yor the period 19A0-61 to 1982-83%
3/ Por the period 1970-71 to 1982-83.



TABLE 5

- — e e ase c—

———— -y -—— -— - . S sty R WD o A W P st G O T Gkt e WS T . o

S G M S G S s G

__Buoyancy coefficient _ asti ity _coefficient
state TORO-ET o mfo-;ria"mc:ﬂ To TOROSRT o 10P5FT to 1970°717%5
1980-81 1970-71 1979-80 1980-81 1 97 0-T1 1979-80
— R & 5 NS ¢-) MR & > NS €5 R D N () N
Andhrs Pradesh 1.6630 1.5526 1.7843 1.2560 1.1 1.1664
Biher - 1.2577 0.A701 - 1.2570 0.5113
Gujezrat 1.5439 1.5106 1.3894 1.4337 1.3506 1.3193
Heryene - - 1.R19 - - 1.7318
Kerrateks 1.6869 1.3833 2.01~4 1.3083 0.8%28 1.457
Fercle - 2.0758  (=)1.5435" - - (=) 1.5486"
Vadbya Pradesh 1.4227 1.2823 1.5252 1.2394 0.91%® 1.4377
Meherashtra 1.2568 1.6111 0. 90A9 1.0850 1.3R28 0.7357
Orissa - 1.1314 2.0297 - 1.1314 1.5515
Puriab - - 1.6773 - - _ 1.44R0
Rejesthan 1.5970 1.4811 1.6570 1.108A 0.TTRT 1.1175
Taril Yedu 1.4161 1.8251 1.2RG% 1.19%58 1.7423 0.8278
Uttzr Pradesh 1.H~268 1.5478 1.4450 1.5A59 1.£008 1.2125
Weet Rergal 1.2327 1.0831 1.4851 0.8323 0.9220 - 1.42837

S o e - - . s T - G - - . e - . G . P T T, T, et D > g, (D e S g i . g s W A . -

Tote: * t-vzlue is less than 2.
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TABLE 6
Rate-Structure of Entertalnment Taxes in West
Bengal
(1982-83)

S e T
omponents of entertuinment tox and ite Rate
wdmission rate (fs) (Per cent)
’:I“ - {1} T Tyt

1. Entertainments Other than Caburets

G g B o T W Tt T o e gt S S G S TS Sveh T S WP o e W S e g WP W e

and Norse-RucIng

1 e G Gt A S S S S

Upto & 10 10
fs 10 and above 25

2, lorge-Ragling

Upto &5 5 25

B85 -k 10 Bs 1,25 + 50 per cent of the
amount exceeding s 5,

s 10 and above Bs 3,75 + 75 per cent of the

amount exceeding ks 10.

. Intertainments (Cabaretg in 100
Placep_Oiher Ihan_Holelg)

(Jatra, theatre, dance, muuic,
recitale, shadow pluy and spurts)

Upto ks 15 N1l
above & 15 20

+ Intertainment Tax_on Cinemutograph

B8 0 - 0.75 30
B 0.76 = 1,45 A0
Bs 1.46 = 2,50 90
above ks 2,50 120
Surcharge (ks) 0.10

Additional Surcharge on_Exhibition

G T I T R Y. > - - W ———
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TAILE 6 (Contd, )

- - o e A - ———— o -

0.21 - 0.75 0.15 p.
0076 - 1.45 0.40 P
1.46 = 2,50 0,75 p.
above 2,50 1. 00
Cinema_gshow Tux (fs_per ticket)
a, Shows held in Calcutta or any notified
municipality 0.015 p.
b, Shows held in non-notified municipal ity 0.01 vp.
¢. Shows held in other areas 0. 0075p.
« Taxes on Entertainments and Luxuries_in
Rotels_and Regtauranis
Tree
./ Admission into the pluce ond the amount
payable for all food und drinks and 20
entertainments
b. Where an admission fee is charged 60
v Luxury Tax (fs per aopum for 10 sq. metres 200
+ DBetting Tax 20
»  Igtallsator 18
+ Ielevision Tax (& per =nnum)
a. Black and white TV 50
b, Colour TV 100
¢c. Public exhibition of films through
Video Cassette Playerg 250

s AEASS G T S U e G S S e G AEP T e s TGP S S W U T THP WS AN G e A W T M ek WA B S Gme S T G S G S G N W A S Y e gy W P Tt 4 e i Wt i N B s

Source; Government of West Tenpal,

P -Puiigririg ~ P - guiL e
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TABLY 7

G - . . - S W W B TS S A PO . VU D o D it e s At T D D . s Bt G St Tt e . VOP O vty W o s T e v M . s e s Gt o s e . W e -

e e st v B0 e e e e S VI s s B o . W U P OOR T ot W G Sl Qv e S0 W D By G e S s W o By S e S S e W o G i s

Net admission Enter- Sur- Colour Overall tax Overall
rate (is) tainment charge sur- rate for tax rate
tux ruto ohurye bloack and for
white {ilms acoloured
£11 my
(Per (rer
cent) () (fs) (Per cent) cent)
SRS € MR ¢ MMNN ¢ 5 MU ¢S MU G NN ) N
Upto 0.20 30 0.10 0 80 130
0.21 to O0.75 30 0.10 0.15 4% %]
0.76 to 1.45 60 0.10 0. 40 AT Q4
1.46 to 2.50 90 0.10 0.75 94 174
above 2.50 120 0.10 1.00 124 156

Y W ot > HU aw Ay N s o i e PR G S Y S D Gy > WA S S S U W D B A U s i Tt s O A S s WS Wb WP o U e 2is TP QNS G S $rn Ui G apire S Gen T o WG S s e G B D e
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(1974-75 tco 1932-83)

Components/admission rates (k)

—

75 77
R ¢ D R (2)

Entertainment Tax_on Cirema

0 - 0.19 N1 FHl NN
0.20 - 0,50 30 %0 30
0.51 - 0.75 €0 60 60
0.76 - 1.20 660 60 €0
1.21 = 1.45 90 g0 90
1.46 = 2,25 90 90 90
2.26 = 2,50 120 120 120
Avove 2.50 120 120 120
Additional Surcharge on Exhibi-
Iion_of Coloured Films (k) -
0.20 - 0.50 0.25 0.25 0.25
0.51 - 0.75 0.50 0.50 0.50
0.76 = 1.20 0.50 0.50 0.50
1.21 = 1.45 0.75 0.75 0.75
1.46 - 2,25 0.75 0.75 0,75
2.26 - 2.50 1.00 1.00 1.00
Above 2,50 1.00 1,00 1.00
Horse-Racing
Upto - S 25 25 25

5 - 10 25 25

25

78

K1
30
30
60
£0
g0
90

120

0.25
0.50
0.50
0.75
0.75
1.00
1.00

25
25

1974- 197%- 1976~ 1977- 1978- 1979-

79

i1
30
30
60
60
9C
90
120

0.15
0.40
0.4C
0.75
0.75

1.00
1.00

& v

50
sC

80

M1
30
30
60
60
90
90

120

0.15
0.40
0.40

- 0.75

0.75
1.00
1.C0

50
5C

o~ - ——

1980- 1981~

81

T G . —_—— ——— ————— " G S —— T GO0 dmy S W Yt S W

(Fer cent)_

8

i1
30
30
60
60
90
g0
120

0.15
0.40
0.40
0.75
0.75
1.00
1.C0

50

50

S~

nil
30
30
60
A0
90
90
120

0.15
0.40
0.40
0.75
.75
1.00
1.00

50
50

1982~

83

76
&5 MO €5 SN 5 MO (5 NN ¢/ JUMPUIE ¢ MO €:) MW € 1) WO

30
30
30
60
60
%0
90
120

- ¢ =

0.15
0.15
0.40
0.40
0.75
0.75
1.00

25

ks 1.25 + 5
per cent of
the amount
exceeding
is 5.
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TABLE 9
Effectiive Rates_of Enturtainment Taxes_ (Entertainment Tax as Per

Y . S QP IR P G T A S Y S W B P op -

Wy T G e S G G U S > e = W ety T

D S g G S Ay G S W O P D S S W

State = @ 00 @ eeeccrmmee e R s R e R e

Re 0,20 Re 0,50 Re 1,00 ks 2,00 Rs 3,00

JUSRRNE & B NP ¢- NN ¢ 5 N V5 NS N
West Bengal 80 80 110 133 157
Asgam 40 40 80 100 100
Bihar 110 110 110 110 110
Madhya Pradesh 40 40 40 50 50
Orissa 100 70 60 83 93
Uttar Pradesh 225 150 150 125 117
Karnataka 90 90 70 75 73
Andhra Pradesh 85 55 55 65 65
Tamil Nadu 50 53 43 55 53
Rajasthan 300 120 60 100 100
Gujarat 85 55 60 60 68
Haryana 125 125 125 125 125
Himaohal Pradesh 75 75 75 75 75

-—r e e o e e e e e e e e e e e e o e e

Notes The rates are oomputed from the rate-
schedules of entertainment tax on
cinemas, including all surcharges and
additional tax rates.
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TABLE 10

Growth of Cinema VHouscs in  Weat Renpgal

A e it Y . P S T P Y D By WD D T U B B Y U GD WDy Sl o P B D T S B e U B s ot ot W e et

D S D U B s e s S B G T T S G S GRS W A YA W W G G G T B S TS W S Sl P S O s Vo, W B Y S b Wit SO Sy B O S a®

Year cinems houses
e R § B M
1960 363
1965 453
1970 467
1971 522
1972 545
1973 509
1974 533
1975 550
1976 567
1977 585
1978 59
1979 605
1980 620
1981 620

o —— - - - . Sy W2 A G - .




TABLE 11

Y E A i s B e e B A Wis e B WSS D P i S e D WS U YD A o> AR U e, S e S U Y D s s VD i e VD WD s G Qoo St VD apuy s A s

- T - — T W S s 4 S W i Vo g T > e S T P . W g S e Bt o s g 4 o i O S P S S P Sl s o o o s P . b S W

District 1960 1965 1970 1974 1980
USRS € I MR - MUK €5 MO ¢'5 NN D 1
24-Parganas 52 65 65 87 87
Bankura 8 18 17 17 30
Burdwan 45 47 50 70 54
Birbhum 6 9 17 12 30
Calocutta 88 89 99 100 110
Cooch~-Behar 5 6 10 - 8 9
Darjeeling 10 6 16 12 17
Hooghly 33 43 42 43 45
Howrah 32 30 41 52 47
Jalpalguri 13 9 9 15 21
Muldu 8 8 5 1R 1%
Midnapur 16 68 48 50 T
Murshidabad 12 14 22 18 34
Nadia 13 19 15 15 20
Pugulia 9 9 9 9 10
West Dinajpur 13 13 12 14 22

Sourcesy Government of West Bengal,
Statistioal Abstract 1975
and T97¥_§Eom51nea Bureau
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TATLE -
Net_Admission Rete-Wise Pattern of Seeting Capescity in Selected Districis

—— - — — (Per cent)
Net admission 24-Par- Bonkura Burdwan Calcutta Cooch- Darjee- Howrah Jalpail- VMidne- State
rate (&) ganas Rehar 1ling guri pur total
—_—— M (3 NN ¢ NN €5 NS (5 NN (-5 MRS ¢4 NN ¢:) MU :) N 6 () M
Upto 0.50 = 17.3%2 .11.18 5.9 2.47 18.60 0.00 20.41 18.03 13.65 19.29
1.00 - 1,50 8.36 39,01 4,52 33.89 42,48 55.55 20.17 f.29  37.72 30.29
1.50 = 2,00 0.00 .58 13.19 29.F4 0. R 18.%5 0.72 0.71 0.00 11,.AR9
2.00 - 2,50 0. 00 0.00 12.R2 24.41 0, 00 18.15 0. 00 0.00 4.31 10.16
2.50 = 3,00 0,00 0.00 0.00 1.58 0.00 0.r0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.50
Vean net

admissior 0.70 0.% 1.28 1.60 0.87 1.01 0.75 0.69 0.93 1.13

rate (&)

s i e S A ST Sl P . s At By W T g, i Y. W V. Ut OO e i B -y Nl

- ]G -
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TAFLE 13

Cinema Occupancy Ratios in Selected Disiriots of West Bengel
(1982 - 1983)

- w— -

—— ——— -

(Per cent)

ig?eadinégsion ég;l;izh Bankura Burdwan Czlcutta %:gzk;— i)irx;gee- Howreh gualrgai— ;’.éina- '%2%:5
SN G NSO €25 SN ¢ NS ¢:9 SN €D MO (:5 MM ¢ 6 NN €: MASHL 4:) ML € LD

D -0.50 £0.24  6€3.26  75.51 80,13 2,23 - 40,12 38.10 £3.51 60,30
0.50 =1,00 72,11 F8.R5  TA.03  T3.25 57.72 56,73 68.%  49.77 43.37 F3.98
1.00 =1,50 70, 02 42.70  64.43 &.71 68.21 44.54  T1,02 63.95 57.43 68,18
1,50 =2, 00 - 55.63  63.8A 85. 44 43,32 55,47 72,00 60,73 - hT.21
2.00 2,50 - - 65.53  T1.36 - 58,35 - - 48.16 62,F3
2,50 =3,00 - - - 73.33 - 58,35 - - - 71.32
Weighted mean 69,88 57.07 67.6F 81.08 62.88 49,99 63.50 48.63 51.62 RE.03

- ——— s - W —— -
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TABLE 14

- aan -

S T o SO gy S D Y W S o B it s T B G P Sy Vo TS S gt s Mo v wiee Bk e g

{Per cent_of_income) __

e o A T D s N e g U s B S O S S S . S D B O e B W - s s G . € B

major income/Expenditure Calcutta Burdwan  Darjee-
jtenm (Air- ling
conditioned)
- SRR ¢ I RSN ¢-5 MO &) N
1. Total Expenses 2.9 71.8 78.6
1. ©Salaries, wages and
bonus 35.4 19.7 20.5
2. Power (including
generator) 13.0 3.4 2.6
3. Film rent 33.6 43,8 40,0
4, Municipality tax 1.7 - -
5. Maintenance 9.2 3.4 2.6
6. Others - 1 . 5 Oo 3
TI Income 1OQ 100 100

- - oy ape v 2 oo - o W e mre S Gy Sk s S e e G W G VP S G Gy W TS U WD WO G G USRS T W R Gomn
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TABLE 15

D W s wian s Bl . B s P T s i T s S i s s W s s i B e Ue W e P e g G B e Bt G B . D i . -

Average attendance

Year per day
197R=T7 7420
1977-178 ~900
1978-79 7280
1979-80 6120
1980-81 46%0
1981-82 3660
1982-83 3350
Note:; Overall average of Source: Shri K Raha, Steward,

seven years - S5A23, RCTC, Calcutta.



TAELE 16

Gal _Money Collectiong and Enterteinment Tex Yield from Admission_to
- Horse-Racing in Cealcutts
(1980-81, 1931-2 and 1980-83)

. Members stands First__epclosure Second_enclosure A1l _enclosures
Year Gate Enter- Gate Erter- Gate “Tnter- Gate Enier-
money tainment money tainment money tainment  money tainment
tax yield tex yield tax yleld tax yield
13 L 6D (¢3! [ €5 SUNR G5 N (5 N ¢ A MU ) N
1980-81 2.58 0, 2 14,64 4.18 7.9 1.75 25,18 685
1981-82 2.75 0,97 14,01 4.01 8.52 1.87  25.28 6.85
1982-83 3,17 1,13 14,91 4.08 5.41 1,17 23.49 £.38

—-———

Source: Shri K Raha, Steward, RCTC,
Celcutta.
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